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Hello Fellow MCHOGs:   

Wow is this year going by fast or is it just 
me? Here it is already August. The good 
news is it’s the middle of our riding season 
and we can count on many more months of 
good weather. It’s great living here in North-
ern California.  

Speaking of riding months, check out our 
events calendar on our website, 
www.MendocinoHog.com. We have many 
rides and events planned throughout the com-
ing months.  

By now you have gotten the word, through 
mailings and magazines, that Harley-
Davidson is celebrating its 105th Anniversary 
next year, in August. They have great rides and a celebra-
tion planned. Check out the article in this month’s HOG 
Wash for more info. One of the planned routes begins in 
San Francisco and follows a route to Milwaukee. Sounds 
like a great time!  

Also did you realize that HOG is 25 years old in 2008! 
The anniversary party will be held in conjunction with the 
105th Anniversary of Harley-Davidson.  

For those of you that have not stopped by the Service 
Department of Harley-Davidson of Ukiah, please do so 
and say Hi. Things at the shop have been busy in prepara-
tion for the new 2008 Harley-Davidson motorcycles. We 
are already starting to see some models at the shop, with 
the newer models due soon. Have you checked out the 
new “Rocker?” The info is online at the Harley-Davidson 
website, www.HarleyDavidson.com.  

Until next time…Ride Safe and Have Fun!   

Photo of our favorite Harley-Davidson Service Man-
ager taken by Chapter Photographer, Wes Canby.  

Director’s Corner 
Rich V. 

Bike Show Wrap-Up  

Our June 23 Bike Show and Poker Run was a success, 
fun-wise and financially. We raised a total of $2,500 
for Phoenix Hospice of Mendocino County, from 
show and poker run entry fees, vendor booth charges, 
raffle proceeds, donations, and matching funds.   

We want to thank Wal-Mart for the generous match-
ing funds. Thanks also to the band, Ray and the Revel-
eers, for donation a portion of CD sales. A special 
“thank you” to Jeff Smith, the Willits Fire Chief, who 
showed up on his Dyna Wide Glide, bought one raffle 
ticket, handed us a $100 bill and told us to keep the 
change! It’s people like Chief Smith who make this 
world a better place…  

Our HOG chapter also donated $50 to a fund to help 
the family of Deputy Sheriff Scott Nordin, who was 
fatally injured in a motorcycle collision the week be-
fore the bike show. Music at the Bike Show was dedi-
cated to Scott’s memory. Our thoughts go out to his 
family. 

http://www.MendocinoHog.com
http://www.HarleyDavidson.com


HOG Wash HOG Wash 

Great Riding in July 
by the Editor 

It’s been a great riding summer. Except for a few days 
the first week of July when it got up around 100 degrees, 
we’ve had about the best motorcycling weather we’ve 
seen in years.  

July started off with firecrackers and a great 4th of 
July parade in Willits. Willits holds one of the biggest 
Independence Day parades anywhere, and the town actu-
ally shuts down Highway 101 for over two hours just for 
the event. For the first time in several years, our HOG 
chapter rode in the parade. Thirteen Harleys had the 
honor of being the very last parade participants, greeted 
by cheers from several thousand spectators lining the pa-
rade route. The parade was the biggest in recent history, 
over 130 entries, and it was so long that the first  partici-
pants, the fire trucks, were finished and parked before the 
Harleys even pulled out.   

The 4th of July, unfortunately for our “air cooled” 
Harley-Davidson motors, was one of those blazing hot 
days. Oil starts to break down in those temperatures, es-
pecially when the bikes sit on the parade route, move a 
few yards, and sit again, with those pipes roaring, the as-
phalt shimmering, and the bikes crying for some cooling 
air. No real damage was reported, but the knowledgeable 
riders changed their oil immediately after the parade. 
Synthetic oil holds up much better than regular oil in the 
heat, but both synthetic and regular oil need to be re-
placed whenever it’s been subjected to tortuous situations 
like this year’s 4th of July parade.  

Sunday July 8 was our third attempt to have a com-
bined ride and membership meeting, this time at the 
Wharf Restaurant in Fort Bragg. Only four or five bikes 
showed up. Attendance at the combined ride-meetings has 
been very low, much lower than at both our regular rides 
and our Thursday dinner meetings. It’s possible that most 
of our members just want to ride and don’t particularly 
want to go to meetings. And then there is the hard-
working and dedicated small group of members who at-
tend the meetings, plan the events, put out the newsletters, 
and generally make our chapter happen. So, folks, do we 
continue to combine rides and meetings? Or go back to 
making them totally separate? Send you vote to 
HOG@bellsprings.com.  

Maybe to prove our point, or maybe because it was a 
new riding adventure, on Saturday July 14, a dozen bikes 
joined our Chapter ride down to the Marin coastline for a 
great day of riding. Our Head Road Captain, Allen Ott, 

couldn’t make the ride, but (talk about an individual who 
makes our chapter “happen”) Allen showed up at Harley 
in the morning just to show us a great route he worked 
out. And thanks to another of our most dedicated mem-
bers, our Activities Director Don Mortensen, who volun-
teered to be road captain for the ride, and followed Al-
len’s route down back roads some of us had never seen 
before.  

The group headed down 101 to Healdsburg to the Old 
Redwood Highway, to Eastside Road, to Highway 116 
along the Russian River to Monte Rio, and then over the 
twisty two-lane Bohemian Highway through the red-
woods and the Bodega Highway (neither road is exactly a 
“highway”) through the tourist town of Occidental and 
the sleepy hamlet of Freestone, to Valley Ford Road that 
ended at Highway 1, south down Highway 1 to Tomales 
Bay, past the town of Tomales to our destination, the tiny 
fishing village of Marshall, and the packed Tony’s Oyster 
Bar sitting right on the water, where we had some excel-
lent seafood and excellent company.  

Budding travel writers should take a minute to admire the 
last paragraph, the longest sentence in HOG Wash his-
tory.  

Fourth of July in front of the Skunk Train depot in 
Willits. Left to right: Chuck, Butch, Warren, Rich, new-
est member Mike Williams and friend, Sidecar Ron 
(hiding behind his windshield), Keith and friend, Mike 
S., Allen, Bear and Darrel (way in back), Milt in front of 
them, and Marguerite and friend in front of Milt. Missing 
from the photo are Steve, who showed up later, and 
Wes who took the photo. 



HOG Wash HOG Wash 

Heading home, we rode back to Tomales and over 
the motorcycle-friendly Tomales-Petaluma Road, 
Pepper Road and Stony Point Road, to the less-
than-motorcycle-friendly outskirts of Santa Rosa 
and Windsor, and the north end of what was once 
the rural Old Redwood Highway and is now the 
New-Tract-Housing-Stop-and-Go Way, traffic and 
red lights, and too much heat. Getting back on 
Highway 101 never felt so good.  

We capped July off with a Chapter Picnic at 
Lake Mendocino on Sunday July 22. A dozen HOG 
members enjoyed a day by the lake, which started 
out with an ultra-light airplane crash into the lake 
(the pilot reportedly walked—or swam—away) and ended 
with one HOG member’s impromptu version of Jimi 
Hendrix’s “Let Me Stand Next To Your Fire.” Again, 
Allen, Don and Lisa put so much effort in making a fun 
day for MCHOG. You three are outstanding.  


