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August is the Big Summer Riding 
Month for Harley-Davidson riders 
here in Northwestern California 
and all over the country.   

The 68th Annual Sturgis Black 
Hills Motorcycle Rally in South 
Dakota is August 4-10. Sturgis is 
the biggest Harley event in the 
U.S., but it may be eclipsed this 
year by Harley-Davidson’s 105th 
Anniversary Celebration in Mil-
waukee August 28-31. MCHOG 
members are headed to both.  

Harley-Davidson in Ukiah is also 
celebrating H-D’s 105th Anniver-
sary on August 30th with a party, 
free barbeque, and big Sidewalk 
Sale, all day 9 am to 4 pm.    

There are Poker Runs all over the 
area: Redwood Riders in Santa 
Rosa August 3; Ironhorse in 
Lakeport August 17; Redwood 
Empire in Cotati August 17. The 
Sonoma County Air Show at the 
Santa Rosa Airport, always a 
popular destination for bikers, is 
August 16-17.   

We can’t fit them all in our riding schedule, but 
we are planning some fun MCHOG rides this 
month: To the Veterans Home in Yountville in 
the Napa Valley on August 10. To the Covelo 
Blackberry Festival on August 16. To the Red-
wood Empire HOG Poker Ron on August 17. 
And to the Point Arena Seafood and Harbor Fes-
tival on August 30.   

Check the calendar inside for ride times and loca-
tions. Also be sure to check our web site 
www.MendocinoHOG.com for updates, changes, 
and last-minute additions. If you aren’t already 
on our Email Ride Alert list, send your email ad-
dress to HOG@bellsprings.com. 
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Welcome To August 
“Time To Ride” 

Over twenty 
HOG members, 
family and 
friends showed 
up for our An-
nual Campout at 
Ruth Lake in 
Trinity County. 
We rode up 
Highway 101 to 
Fortuna in Hum-
boldt County and 
then east on 
twisty, narrow 
Highway 36 
about 55 miles to 
the town of Mad 

River and the Ruth 
Lake turnoff.   

Ruth Lake is a beauti-
ful and remote ten-
mile long lake, cre-
ated as a reservoir by 
damming the Mad 
River, with big camp-
ground spaces right 
on the lake, crystal 

clear water, and not a lot of visitors. The crowds don’t get that far 
out such interesting roads. We rented a pontoon boat for the day, 
did some fishing and swimming, and had a big barbeque dinner at 
lakefront. There is also a great funky restaurant (and mini-motel 
and cabins), Journey’s End, with excellent food and the friendli-
est people you’ll ever meet.   

On the way home, some of the more adventurous members took 
backroads through Blocksburg and Alderpoint, and enjoyed the 
thrill of riding big touring Harleys on fifty miles of badly patched 
and busted asphalt, gravel and dirt. Truly, a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.   

Special thanks to Cindy and Tony Browning for suggesting Ruth 
Lake and putting it all together. But this was a group effort. Eve-
ryone contributed to make this one of the best events of the year.  

July’s Ruth Lake Campout: 
“It Was Smokin” 

http://www.MendocinoHOG.com


HOG Wash 

Part of my job is to keep up with current motorcycle trends, 
new product information and the motorcycle world in gen-
eral. To do this, I spend a lot of time reading a number of 
motorcycle world oriented publications. It was just the other 
day, I was reading one of these publications when I read a 
very sad article and it moved me to sit down and write this 
article.  

The topic of the article I was reading was a description of a 
tragic accident that had occurred. The accident resulted in a 
rider’s death and the cause was unsafe speed. But in reading 
the article the real cause of the accident was peer pressure! 
Yep – even in our adult life, we are sometimes subjected to 
peer pressure and when riding a motorcycle it is a very real 
thing when riding with experienced friends.   

When riding your bike, whether in a group or solo, follow 
one simple rule – Ride Your Own Ride! If the folks you are 
riding with are experienced and want to test their bikes and 
their luck – let them! Ride Your Own Ride! You can ask my 
brother-in-law and nephews who were very experienced 
riders when I first bought my Harley. There were several 
rides we went on where they had to pull over and wait for 
me because I was riding at a speed and pace that was com-

fortable for me at the time. As I rode and got more experi-
ence I was able to keep up with the group and ride comforta-
bly. Not that they rode any different, I was just more com-
fortable at a little faster pace and speed.   

When riding with MCHOG, one of the things all riders, new 
and experienced alike, can count on is a comfortable ride. 
Riding your motorcycle is supposed to be relaxing, not nerve 
racking! If at any time during a MCHOG ride, you feel un-
comfortable, tell the Road Captains and the pace will be ad-
justed. Don’t be embarrassed. We have all been new riders 
and experienced an uncomfortable ride. Don’t fall victim to 
peer pressure and ride safe – that’s what it is all about!  

Until Next Month – Ride and Have Fun! 

From The G.M. 
Rich Venturi, General Manager, H-D Ukiah 
MCHOG Former Director 

The “G.M.” hard at work.. 

Replace engine oil and filter 
Inspect oil lines and brake systems for leaks 
Replace transmission and primary lubricants 
Check primary chain adjustment if applicable 
Check clutch adjustment 
Check, adjust and lubricate throttle, clutch and brake cables 
      as well as enrichener if applicable 
Inspect disengage switch and components of cruise control 
Inspect air cleaner and service as required 
Check tire pressure and tread depth 
Inspect brake pads and rotors 
Inspect spoke tightness if applicable 
Inspect rear belt and sprocket and adjust as required 
Inspect and lubricate jiffy stand 
Check wheel spoke tightness if applicable 

Inspect fuel valve, fuel lines and fittings for leaks 
Check level and condition of brake fluid 
Replace spark plugs 
Adjust and lubricate steering head bearings 
Check for leakage, pressure and operations on air suspension  
Lubricate hinges and latches on saddlebags, fuel door and 
     tour pak if applicable 
Inspect windshield bushings if applicable 
Inspect engine mounts and stabilizer links 
Check tightness on all critical fasteners 
Check adjustment on engine idle speed 
Check operation on all electrical equipment and switches 
Replace fork oil 
Road test 
Wash and detail 

H-D Ukiah 20,000 Mile Service  
If you compare service prices at different Harley-Davison dealers, you will find that some dealers charge more than others 
for what appears to be the same service. But as Professor Venturi says, “You get what you pay for.” In previous HOG Wash 
issues, we listed the 2,500, 5,000 and 10,000 mile service. Here is the 20,000 mile service. When you compare prices, be sure 
to compare what you’re getting for your hard-earned money, and for your bike’s performance, reliability and safety.  



HOG Wash 


