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Director’s Corner, Rich V. 

Hello again my fellow MCHOGs. Winter is officially 
upon us and the chill and rain has been in the air. But for 
us that only means one thing – dress warm when you ride 
and pack the rain gear. For we do not let old man winter 
dampen our Ride and Have Fun philosophy. And the best 
thing about winter riding, NO BUGS! During our Last 
Ride of 2006/First Ride of 2007 we covered 230 miles 
and not one bug splattered on my windshield.  

On January 6, we held our Annual Business Meeting to 
discuss the direction of the Chapter as well as laying out 
our 2007 events calendar. This year, with the help of Ac-
tivities Director Don M, we are planning more rides than 
ever before. Each month has at least two rides scheduled, 
one on a Saturday and one on a Sunday. That way if folks 
can’t make a Saturday ride because of work or other obli-
gations, or the weather does not cooperate, there is still 
another ride planned for the month. Some months we 
have more than two rides scheduled.   

We are also planning on our monthly 
meetings, during the April to October 
good weather riding season, to be held 
on the first Saturday of the month and 
to include a ride to the meeting desti-
nation. All of our events and meetings 
are in the Events Calendar on our 
website, www.MendocinoHog.com.   

I encourage members to plan a ride. If 
you have a special occasion, birthday, 
anniversary, etc., that you would like 
to celebrate with a ride, or there is a 
destination you want to visit, contact 
our Activities Director Don M. and 
work out the details.  

A new program that will reward members who participate 
in Chapter activities and events throughout the year has 
been implemented: The MCHOG Rewards Card Program. 
There is an article in this newsletter that explains how it 
works. I hope you will all participate in this fun program.  

Also on the Business Meeting agenda was a discussion 
about the monthly newsletter and the cost to print and 
mail. Our Editor, Bear K., has been emailing the newslet-
ter out to members with an email address to cut the costs, 
but receiving a newsletter in the mail is still an option if 
members wish, or for those without an active email.   

One suggestion was to off-set some of the costs by selling 
small, business card size ads that can be placed in the 
newsletter. The cost of an ad is $50 for a 12 month run. 
Restrictions for the ads would be: no business that con-
flicts with H-D of Ukiah, i.e., motorcycle sales, service, 
parts, accessories, and clothing, and motorcycle insur-
ance, as Duell has an excellent (and low cost) insurance 
plan available through Pacific Specialties. If you have a 
business you would like to advertise or know of one that 
would be interested in buying an ad, please contact our 
Newsletter Editor, Bear K.  

Until Next Month…Ride Safe 
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The First Ride of 2007, New Years Day, Lakeport. Left 
to right: Rich V, Allen O, Greg W, Chuck P, Tom G, 
Bob R, Marguerite C, Bear K, Butch B, Milt K. Taking 
the picture, our Chapter Photographer Wes C. 

http://www.MendocinoHog.com


The weatherman called for “sunny and warm” over 
New Years Weekend, so Rich V. got this great idea for 
two rides, The Last Ride of 2006 on December 31, and 
The First Ride of 2007 on New Years Day.   

On Sunday December 31, with only a few days notice, 
nine bikes and ten people showed up at Harley-Davidson 
in Ukiah for an 11 am ride. The store itself was closed, so 
all we could do was look in the windows at the shiny 
chrome on the new Harleys, and the shiny chrome on the 
coffee pot that some of us would have loved to gotten to. 
No coffee...NO COFFEE?...*x%#!...  

Anyway, Rich, Keith, Bear, Wes and Marguerite, Chuck, 
Tom, Bob, Steve, and Milt (on his Road King) headed 
south on Highway 101 to Hopland and then over the mo-
torcycle-friendly curves of Mountain House Road to 
Highway 128, then East to Cloverdale, and lunch at one 
of the best hamburger places around, The Hamburger 
Ranch and Pasta Farm. This is a regular chow-down stop 
for bikers, highly recommended. After lunch, the group 
headed north up Highway 101 to Hopland, and then back 
along Eastside Road, a loping motorcycle road through 
horse ranches and vineyards that parallels Highway 101, 
to Talmage. Got home about 3:30 pm just as the weather 
was remembering that it is winter. A great day.  

Monday January 1 was another perfect day for a short 
winter run, and this time ten bikes showed up: Greg, 
Tom, Allen, Rich, Bear, Bob, Chuck, Wes and Margue-
rite, Milt (on his Dyna this time, can’t show favorites), 
and our newest HOG member Butch B. on a brand new 

2007 Softail Classic. Butch’s bike had just gotten past the 
500 mile break-in period (also known as the torture pe-
riod: you know, no high speed, no steady speed, no high 
rpm, no fast starts, no fun), so he was ready to relax into 
the ride and the great bike he just bought from Duell.    

This time we headed east on Highway 20 to Blue Lakes 
and the curvy rural Scotts Valley Road, which was a bit 
wet and cold but still a fun cruise, to Lakeport and a long 
leisurely late breakfast at The Cottage, one of the last 
gen-u-wine greasy spoons, popular with locals and bikers. 
Good food. Then along the western edge of Clear Lake to 
Nice, and home by 3 pm, and it was still 60 degrees out.  

Two great rides, two days in a row, pretty much on the 
spur of the moment. This spontaneity is possible thanks to 
email. If you didn’t hear about the rides, we need to get 
your email address. Sent it to HOG@bellsprings.com and 
we’ll add you to the Ride Alert email list.  

Photo at top, The Hamburger Ranch in Cloverdale, 
December 31, 2006. Left to right: Milt, Marguerite, Tom, 
Rich, Steve, Bob, Chuck, Keith, Bear. Once again, Wes is 
missing from the picture because he took it.  

The Last Ride of 2006... 
    and The First Ride of 2007 

HOG Wash 

 

After 560,000 miles, I still believe the old sage’s 
advice: It’s not the destination, but the journey. I 
believe in making every road and every mile count.  
I believe that I haven’t seen it all—yet. 
                   HOG member Andy Anderson, Georgia 



At the Officers Annual Business Meeting on January 6, a 
new program was developed to make participating in 
Chapter events more fun as well as rewarding: The 
MCHOG Rewards Card .   

In a nutshell, when you participate in Chapter events or 
do certain things you will receive credit by having a box 
on your Rewards Card signed off. You receive a sign-off 
for participating in rides, events and functions.  

The rewards card has twelve boxes. Once the card has all 
twelve boxes signed off, turn your signed card in to Lisa 
M. or Don M. You will be given a new card, so you can 
begin to earn additional signed-off boxes on the new card. 
The more participation, the more cards you fill up. The 
more cards you fill up, the more chances you have to win 
some fantastic prizes to be given away during a drawing. 
It will be your responsibility to present your card to Lisa 
M., Don M. or any officer present at each event. Let that 
person know how many boxes you are entitled.  

To receive your first card, attend a meeting, ride or event. 
To be eligible, you must be a current member of National 
HOG and MCHOG. Check with Michael F., our Member-
ship Officer, if you have questions about your member-
ship status. All members are eligible including officers.  

Our drawing for 2007 will be held at the MCHOG Christ-
mas Party in December. The more you attend rides, 
events, functions and volunteer, the more chances for you 
to win. Mary and Duell have offered great prizes includ-
ing a pair of Panoptx sunglasses of your choice up to re-
tail value of $195 and other great items, possibly even a 
leather jacket, depending on the involvement of the mem-
bers. You must be present at the Christmas Party to win.  

Some ways to receive a stamp on your Rewards Card: 
1. Attend a MCHOG ride or event (three sign-offs for                          
“closed” Official Chapter rides) 
2. Volunteer for a MCHOG event 
3. Recruit a new member 
4. Become a new member 
5. Chef at a MCHOG BBQ 
6. Submit an article for the newsletter 
7. Plan or implement a ride 
8. Attend monthly meetings 
9. Ride your bike to the meeting 
10. Wear a MCHOG shirt or patch to meeting or event 
11. Wear an H-D of Ukiah shirt to meeting or event 
12. Participate in an H-D of Ukiah store event or function 

13. Become a Chapter Officer 
14. Make a purchase of any amount at H-D of Ukiah 
15. Get a regular full service at H-D of Ukiah (and get a 
full card, 12 boxes, signed-off)  

Examples:  If you attend a monthly meeting, wear an H-D 
of Ukiah T-shirt, wear your HOG colors and ride your 
bike to the meeting, you will get four boxes signed off. If 
you attend the scheduled Chapter “closed rides” you re-
ceive 3 boxes signed off in addition to any other boxes 
you qualify for. If you make a purchase at H-D of Ukiah, 
bring in your receipt to the next meeting and have a box 
signed off. If you get a 2,500 mile, 5,000 mile or 10,000 
mile service at H-D of Ukiah, you will get 12 boxes 
signed off—a full card. It's up to you to inform the person 
signing off your card of these things.   

Time to get involved with our chapter. As you can see, 
Membership and Involvement has REWARDS!  
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The New MCHOG Rewards Card –  
Participation Pays Off 

Annual Fundraiser Event   
Our Chapter has been approached by the Ukiah 
Main Street Program (UMSP) who would like 
to be involved in an event with our Chapter. 
These are the folks that hold events in the 
School Street/Alex Thomas Plaza area of 
Ukiah such as the Fabulous Flashback Car 
Show, Taste of Downtown and other public 
events. A couple of possibilities mentioned 
were a Poker Run, as we have done in the past, 
or a Ride-In Bike Show.  

The Officers discussed this and decided to go 
with something different his year and explore 
the Ride-In Bike Show. The event would in-
clude a walking Poker Run along the School 
Street area and would get the merchants in the 
area and the general public involved as well. 
We have set a tentative date of Saturday, June 
23. Don M. will be talking with the UMSP and 
see how this will work out.   

Planning will need to begin soon and volun-
teers are needed (Hey – just in time for the Re-
wards Card Program!). Please contact Don M 
who will be heading the committee if you are 
interesting in helping out. There will be plenty 
of jobs needed to be filled during the event. 



Each month, we plan to feature an MCHOG member or 
two in the newsletter. (However, if you noticed that some 
of our prior “monthly plans” such as Laughlin Part 3, 
Group Riding Part 2, and The Harley-Davidson Trivia 
Contest never materialized, you won’t hold your breath. 
And if you didn’t notice, well neither did anyone else).                 

Above is our newest MCHOG member, Butch B. Butch 
was born and raised in Boonville, and is a long-time resi-
dent of Willits. Butch just started riding again after sev-
eral years, and that’s his 2007 Softail Classic, a true 
beauty he just purchased from Duell.   

This photo was taken in Lakeport during our New Years 
Day Ride. The shadow at the bottom is our Chapter Pho-
tographer Wes C, doing his job. A mere shadow of him-
self you might say.                    

Also meet one of our long-time members, Ron A., also 
known as Sidecar Ron, who lives in Little River on the 
Coast, and has the only Harley-Davidson Sidecar Motor-
cycle (or “rig” as sidecar people call their bikes) in the 
Chapter, a 2004 Road King Custom with a Champion 
Sidecar, purchased from H-D in Ukiah. The Champion-
Harley has a reverse gear, it does. Gold Wingers got noth-
ing on Ron.   

Ron is a 6th generation native of Mendocino County. Ron 
and his buddy Frank F., also an MCHOG member, go 
riding together all over the West. Maybe they’re planning 
a trip to Yellowstone this year. And then maybe not.   

Frank took this photo of Ron and his admirers at the 2005 
Fort Bragg Toy Run. 

HOG Wash HOG Wash HOG Wash 

Meet Our Members... 

MCHOG members, let's stay in touch! At our first Of-
ficers Meeting as a new group of officers, an idea came 
up that we hope will improve our level of communica-
tions with all of our members.  We would like to start a 
phone tree network to stay in touch with our fellow mem-
bers. The web-site, the newsletter, and the bulk e-mail 
mailings all provide important and easy ways to stay in 
touch. We hope that a personal contact is one additional 
way to reach out to you, that will enhance member par-
ticipation in our meetings, rides and other events.  

Along with our phone tree we will be looking at the loca-
tions of our members to insure that all the people close to 
one another know one another. Being able to contact the 

member close to you may be one way to have an im-
promptu ride with another member. I know for most of us 
the pleasure in riding with someone else is certainly one 
of the main reasons to be a HOG Member.  

Details are being worked on 
and you will be advised 
more as soon as they are 
worked out. Ride Safe.  

Bob R., Safety Officer (and 
the guy who opened his 
mouth about a phone tree.)  

The Phone Tree 



Officer Responsibilities:  
The Director, by Rich V.  

To help better explain the responsibilities of each of the 
Chapter Officer positions, both the primary and discre-
tionary officers, each month an Officer Position will be 
highlighted and the responsibility of the officer as listed 
in the HOG Chapter Handbook will be shown. That way 
if you have a question about something specific to the 
Chapter, you will know which officer to contact to handle 
that particular question. This month features the responsi-
bilities of Director. They are as follows:  

1. Works with the sponsoring dealer to uphold the 
“Annual Charter for HOG Chapters” and HOG operating 
policies.  

2. Assumes overall responsibility for the administration of 
the HOG chapter and implementation of HOG policies.  

3. Signs annual HOG Chapter Charter Application and 
ensures it is received in HOG office by January 31.  

4. If chapter is incorporated, ensures chapter complies 
with all corporate state annual filing requirements.  

5. Promotes HOG and the HOG chapter to potential mem-
bers.  

6. Conducts chapter meetings.  

7. Coordinates officer responsibilities.  

8. Ensures that risk management requirements set forth by 
the Chapter Insurance program, including necessary re-
lease forms, are met for all chapter activities.  

9. Verifies that chapter T-shirt guidelines are followed.  

10. Ensures that all trademark requirements are met.  

11. Ensures that chapter merchandise orders are supplied 
to sponsoring dealer.  

12. Ensures that Chapter Officer News is available to all 
fellow officers.  

13. Routes HOG correspondence to fellow officers and to 
membership, as requested. 

Newsletter Update: 
“We are asking for your help.”  

We still have the training wheels on at the newsletter. The 
new editor continues to discover the great joy of watching 
an entire page of layout vanish without a trace, or stare in 
amazement as the task bars of Microsoft Publisher reor-
ganize themselves all by themselves. The voodoo priests 
in New Orleans have nothing on Bill Gates. That man 
does not ride a Harley.  

Here at the newsletter, our biggest concern is that the 
newsletter reaches all of our members. (Actually that’s 
not our biggest concern at all. Our biggest concern is 
numb fingers on winter rides. Someone should write us an 
article about gloves and that dubious product called Thin-
sulate.) As a cost saving measure, the January Newsletter 
was emailed to every member who gave us an email ad-
dress. A printed newsletter was mailed only to members 
without emails or members who specifically requested a 
printed newsletter.  

It costs nothing to email a newsletter. It costs $1 to print 
and mail a newsletter. So every emailed newsletter saves 
us a buck, and pretty soon we have enough savings to buy 
a pizza and a six-pack of beer for the newsletter staff. But 
cost savings is not as important as getting the newsletter 
to the members. The old pre-Internet newsletter was de-
livered right to your home by our trusty-rusty Post Office, 
or returned to us as undeliverable. We knew who got and 
didn’t get a newsletter. Now, thanks to the magic of 
email, we have no idea if you got the newsletter or not.   

We are asking for your help. For this February Newslet-
ter, we are mailing printed copies to all members (except 
members who have requested email only). Do you want 
this black-and-white print version? Or do you want the 
FULL-COLOR email version? Or do you want both?   

If you have email, please send us an email, to 
HOG@bellsprings.com with your choice. If you don’t 
have email, don’t email us and we won’t email you, and 
you will always get the print version (and there goes the 
pizza and beer.) Somos pocos, pero estamos locos. 

HOG Wash 

So, what did happen to the Monthly Trivia Contest?  

No one sent in an answer, that’s what happened. In December, we launched the Trivia contest, 
asking members to identify the man on the right, and win a Harley-Davidson decal. No one 
replied? Why? Well, that’s this month’s “farewell” Trivia Contest. Best answer this month 
wins a Harley-Davidson portable CD Carrying Case. Pick one: No one entered because...   
A. Had no idea who the dude in the photo is. B. Already have a Harley-Davidson decal.  
C. Didn’t get the newsletter. D. I’m not going to answer again.  



HOG Wash HOG Wash  

Here’s our #1 favor ite salesman and Harley-Davidson 
expert, Danny Jaynes. Danny knows Harleys, he knows 
engines, this guy knows just about every detail of every 
motorcycle in the Ukiah store. Danny is showing off one 
of the nicest looking Harleys that ever landed in Ukiah: A 
2007 Screaming Eagle Dyna Low Rider Custom. 110 cu-
bic inches. Danny invites you to come check out this 
magnificent machine. 

This is Harley-
Davidson’s Mary 
Brown, the Queen 
of Parts, showing 
off a cool new de-
sign on a brand new 
leather jacket.   

Mary always has 
this smile that lets 
you know, right 
away, she knows 
what’s happening. 
In fact, for parts, 
accessories, and 
clothes, she makes it 
happen. Treat her 
nice, and she just 
might work you a 
deal—or not.   

It’ s the people that make a local business successful, and 
Mary and Dan are both Top Grade.  

What’s Happening at H -D in Ukiah... 


