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Hello MCHOG. I hope this 
newsletter finds everyone 
healthy and happy.   

By the time you receive this 
newsletter we should have a 
lot of the calendar for the year 
laid out, so keep an eye open 
as the calendar is updated.  

For those that were unable to 
make it to the January General 
Meeting, we have made some 
changes to the MCHOG re-
wards program. You will not 
have to remember to bring a 
rewards card or get a new one 
any longer. Now you will have 
to check with the Road Cap-
tain for the sign-up sheet when on rides, or look for it 
at the meetings. Hope is that this will make the pro-
gram easier to operate.  

We will be starting a monthly lunch Bar-B-Que at 
the dealership on the first Saturday of every month. 
The first one will be on March 1, from 11 am to 1 
pm, weather permitting. The Bar-B-Que will be open 
to the public and be on a donation basis and will help 
raise funds for the chapter.   

We will be looking for 2-4 volunteers each month to 
run the Bar-B-Que for approximately four hours, 
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. I hope I’m not putting my 
foot in my mouth, since I haven’t asked Lisa yet, but 
Lisa and I will volunteer to run the March Bar-B-
Que. Anybody else? Should be lots of fun.  

That’s it for this month. Stay healthy and ride if 
you can, all that you can. See ya. 
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Director’s Corner 
Don M. 

First Ride of 2008, New Year’s Day, in Lakeport.  
25 bikes, 30 people. And the fine folks at the Cottage 
Cafe just took it all in stride.              Photo by Wes Canby. 

Upcoming February Events  
February and March are the coldest and wettest time of 
the year, but we do get some nice riding weather, and 
we’ll keep our fingers crossed, cause we’ve got some 
nice rides planned for both months.  

On Sunday, February 10, once again we’ll be riding to 
the Veterans Home in Yountville, to help serve lunch to 
the veterans. This is a beautful motorcycle ride, down to 
Geyserville, west on two-lane Highway 128 through the 
vinyards and orchards of the Alexander Valley, to 
Calistoga, St. Helena and the Napa Valley. It’s an early 
departure, 9 am, from the Coffee Critic in Ukiah.  

Saturday, February 23, we’ll be riding to Kelseyville 
and over to Konocti Harbor on Clear Lake for lunch at 
that beautiful resort. Leave H-D Ukiah at 10:30 am.  

The Esparto Almond Festival (Highway 16 near 
Cache Creek Casino) is on Sunday, February 24. It is 
not an official MCHOG ride, but every year several of 
our members head over there for the day. 



HOG Wash HOG Wash 

Heal Up Quick, Grant 
Steve “Axle” Rugg 

It happened on Friday 
night, January 11. Grant 
Murray, one of our 
long-time MCHOG 
members, was headed 
west on Highway 20 
near Nice on his Dyna, 
approaching the Nice-
Lucerne Cutoff intersec-
tion at Sentry Market. 
Unbeknown to Grant, a 
big local guy was trying 
to cross Highway 20. In 
one of his hands was an 
open beer, the other 
hand held a fresh beer. 
A deputy sheriff  travel-
ing east barely missed the guy, concealing him from 
Grant. The guy jumped out right in front of Grant. Grant 
was doing about 45 mph when he saw him, about ten feet 
away. No time to react. Grant hit him head on. The pedes-
trian suffered eleven broken ribs, two broken legs, contu-
sions to his face and body. He is alive.  

Grant suffered major bruising to his torso. His gloves were 
torn off and his left hand is ripped up, requiring some sur-
geries. He is convinced that his clothing saved him: full 
faced helmet destroyed, kevlar pants destroyed, heavy 
duty leather jacket destroyed. Under his kevlar pants, he 
wore a pair of leather pants and two sets of long under-
wear. He was well padded! The bike had the fairing ripped 
off, bent the forks, bent the tank, bent the instruments 
down onto the tank, scraped holes in his saddlebags.  

Luckily, Grant had friends and witnesses at the scene of 
the accident, including the deputy sheriff. There is no 
question that it was NOT his fault. The Lake County News 
reported that California Highway Patrol Officer Adam 
Garcia said the pedestrian is believed to have been under 
the influence of alcohol at the time of collision. Knowing 
Grant as I do, I know he has excellent skills and reactions. 
If he couldn't avoid it, then none of us could have.  

Grant’s comment on the whole thing: “Iron Man Murray 
survived another one.”    

      “Don’t ride at night.” 
           —Safe Motorcycling, Chapter 7, “Riding at Night” 

Take Me Out to the Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game!Ball Game!     

We are planning a ride this 
summer to see the Giants play in San Francisco. 
We plan to ride down to Larkspur in Marin County, 
park the bikes at the ferry terminal, and catch the 
ferry across the Bay to the ball park. The days are 
long, there’s lots of time to see the game, catch the 
ferry back to Larkspur, and be home 
well before dark.  

No date is scheduled yet, but we need 
to know how many Members are in-
terested. Tickets will be purchased in 
advance. If you’d like to go on this 
ride, contact Frank Fanto at 937-1010 
or email Frank at frankf@mcn.org. 


