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Director’s Corner, Rich V. 

Hello Fellow MCHOGS: It appears the sunny riding 
weather is finally taking hold and it is here to stay, I hope.    

We’ve been involved in some fun events at H-D of Ukiah 
over the past several weeks starting off with a Chamber of 
Commerce Mixer on April 27 and the Grand Opening on 
May 6. Both events were very successful due to the in-
volvement of MCHOG. Thanks to all members who came 
out to help put on 
these events.  

There are also a 
few changes hap-
pening at H-D of 
Ukiah. John B., 
the Service Man-
ager for the past 
10+ years, is 
moving on to big-
ger and better 
things. John has 
accepted a posi-
tion with Sacra-
mento H-D. John 
has provided a 
great service to 
the local Harley 
community and 
he will be missed. 
We wish him the best in his new endeavor.  

This also changes my position at H-D of Ukiah as well. I 
have been drafted to take over the roll of Service Man-
ager. I have some big shoes to fill but will do my best to 
continue providing good service to our customers. Stop 
by and say Hi when you get a chance.  

There are many exciting things coming up this month for 
MCHOG and number one is our Bike Show/Poker Run 
on June 23. The Bike Show/Poker Run Committee has 
been hard at work coordinating our efforts with Ukiah 

Main Street Program to make this a very successful event. 
We have secured a vendor for the event: an 800 sq. ft. 
Leather Store will be set up in the vendor’s area across 
the street from Alex Thomas Plaza. There are also at least 
two food vendors on board so things are starting to move. 
Raffle items are being obtained but more are always 
needed. Please contact businesses you frequent and ask 
them for a donation. And remind them it is a tax deducti-

ble donation.  

Don’t forget 
about the General 
Membership 
Meeting change. 
Starting in June, 
June 3 to be exact, 
our monthly 
Membership 
Meetings will be 
held on the first 
Sunday of each 
month and will 
include a ride to 
the meeting loca-
tion. Don M. our 
excellent Activi-
ties Director has 
picked out a num-
ber of great desti-

nation locations for us. Check out the Event Calendar in 
this newsletter as well as our online calendar at 
www.MendocinoHog.com.  

Welcome also to our many new members who have re-
cently signed up for MCHOG. We look forward to meet-
ing you in person…come join the fun!  

Until next time, Ride Safe and Have Fun.    
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HOG Wash HOG Wash 

On Sunday, May 6, we ushered in 
the long-awaited Grand Opening of 
Harley-Davidson of Ukiah. The day 
dawned bright and hot, bringing out 
hundreds of riders, passengers and 
sales-seekers. 

We were ready. MCHOG Director 
Rich Venturi had been working 
closely with Owner Duell Parks for 
weeks hammering out the details (it 
helps that Rich works at the dealer-
ship now, and can pow-wow with 
Duell on a moment’s notice). HOG 
members turned out in force and 
were quickly assigned jobs: cooks 
manned the bbq, poker whizzes 
manned the poker table, buff dudes 
(like Milton) were assigned to Secu-
rity.   

Of course it took a lot more than 
MCHOG members to pull of some-
thing like this. Almost all the em-
ployees were on hand, to work on a 
Sunday and help out. Duell has lots 
of contacts and friends in the Ukiah 
community, and they were in evi-
dence at raffle tables and vendor 
booths. 

The par ty kicked-off with a poker 
run that started at Lost Coast Cycles 
and ended up at H-D of Ukiah. First 
thing in the morning we had maybe 
a couple hundred people milling 
about, checking out the bikes, shoot-
ing the bull. Once the riders started 
coming in from the run though, that 
cozy little group quickly mush-
roomed into 500, 600, 700 bikes. 
We lined them up alongside the 
shop, across the parking lot and then 
double-rowed them down the mid-
dle. Perry Bates over at the Red-
wood Empire Trailer Sales moved 
some trailers and we started parking 
bikes over there. I think that if you 
live around here and ride a cruiser of 
any kind, you must have been there! 

About the time the poker runners 
started rolling in, the band—Ray and 
the Reveleers—cranked up the 
tunes. Rock and Roll baby! Loud, 
heavy beats in familiar rhythms 
thundered across the lot, colliding 
with the roar of bike after bike after 
bike. Guitar riffs were just rippin’ up 
and down the scales and we were all 
moving to the sounds as we stripped 
down, pulling off the leather to em-

brace the sun. The sun! It felt damn 
good—until about 1:30 or 2:00 
when it felt damn HOT and every-
body started looking for shade. 

Zacks Catering came zinging in with 
great beans, rolls, salads, hot dogs 
and condiments to frame the 150 lbs 
of bbq’d tri-tips going on out back 
under John Brown and Pops’ watch-
ful eyes.  Armando, Ron, Frank, 
Greg and others were all back there, 
cooking like maniacs while the 
crowd talked, danced, bought things, 
smelled the food and thought about 
how hungry they were getting.  
About 1:30 the line formed clear 
back into the trailer lot, and the boys 
started serving. Delicious and well 
worth waiting for, there was enough 
for everybody. And boy did it hit the 
spot. 

Of course this was a Grand Open-
ing, so there had to be stuff to buy, 
right? Right! The motorclothes girls 
(yes Mary, I know you call them 
something else) had been setting 
aside things for weeks in prepara-
tion. The tables were piled high with 
sales stuff: not just t-shirts, but jack-
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