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Calling out around  
    the world 
Are you ready for a 
    brand new beat? 
Summer's here and  
    the time is right 
For riding in the street.  

Martha and the Vandel-
las were dancing in the 
street, but we’re riding, 
and June is packed with 
MCHOG and H-D Ukiah 
events.  

Sunday June 1 is a Ride 
and Party to benefit 
MCHOG member and 
Willits Police Officer 
Dave Tiller, who is fight-
ing cancer and has 
mounting bills. Bikes 
will meet at H-D Ukiah 
between 10:30 and 11:30 
am and ride together to 
Recreation Grove in Wil-
lits (East Commercial 
Street, a block past the 
Skunk train depot) for a 
barbeque and live music. 
$10 donation. Everyone 
is welcome.  

Thursday June 5 is our 
monthly Membership Meeting at the Garden Cafe in Ukiah, 
starting at 5:30 pm. Guests are always welcome.  

Saturday June 7, get up early, come on down to H-D 
Ukiah, and take a morning ride with Ladies of Harley, leav-
ing 9 am, returning at 11 am for our monthly MCHOG Bar-
beque, 11 am to 2 pm. The ride is open to all MCHOG 
members, the barbeque is open to all, for only a donation. 

Sunday June 8 
we’ll be riding 
to the Geysers 
in Lake 
County. This is 
a spectacular 
ride down some 
steep and 
twisty roads to 
visit the PG&E 
steam genera-
tion plant and 
then have lunch 
at the Cowpoke 
Cafe. Meet at 
Coffee Critic in 
Ukiah 10 am, 
leave 10:30 am.  

The Redwood 
Run is June 13, 
14 and 15, and 
H-D Ukiah is 
having an All-
Day Redwood 
Run Kick-Off 
Party on 
Wednesday 
June 11, with a 
barbeque from 
11 am to 2 pm.  

On Saturday 
June 21, first 

full day of summer,  is our Annual Bike Show and Poker 
Run, our biggest event of the year. Check out the poster.  

Sunday June 29, we’ll wrap up our busiest June in 
MCHOG history with our annual ride to Old Town Sacra-
mento for lunch at  Joe’s Crab Shack. Leave Coffee Critic in 
Ukiah at 8:30 am.   
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Just this last month, I was on a ride to 
the Bay Area with our Chapter. I was 
unfortunate enough to be in the wrong 
location in our group at the wrong time. 
I was riding along side a fellow rider 
when I noticed in the distance before us 
was debris in our lane. Because of the 
speed of the traffic in which we were 
flowing and the closeness that our pack 
was riding, I was unable to swerve to 
avoid the crash remnants that was on 
the roadway.   

Well, within a mile or two I was able to 
feel the side effects of what was in our 
lane. I now had a flat tire. Luckily the 
flat was barely noticeable. Instead I 
realized I had a problem when I was 
getting off the freeway and my steering 
capability was now extremely limited. 
Fortunately for me, I had my cell phone 
and was able to get a hold of someone 
who could come and “trailer” my butt 
back home.   

This experience was kind of out of my 
control but it reminded me of the im-
portance of tire safety. So this week, I 
looked some articles up on the internet 
to help remind us of what’s up with 
keeping our bikes straight up and ready 
to roll without tire problems. Hope you 
find the articles pertinent. Both articles 
are from Motorcycle Safety website and 
written by the author, James Davis.  

Tire Pressure 
As we are now into the warmer months 
of the year I thought it appropriate to 
post a reminder about tire pressures and 
the effect of temperature on same.  

Stamped on the outside of many of your 
tires is a recommended tire pressure 
range. (At least an upper limit.) For 
longest tire life it is my recommenda-
tion that you strive to keep them at the 
higher limit of those recommendations 
(regardless of what your motorcycle 
owner's manual might say to the con-
trary.) Further, this pressure should be 
determined while the tires are cold - 

meaning, have not 
been used for a couple 
of hours.  

Time and outside tem-
perature affect the 
pressure within your 
tires. It is NORMAL 
for a tire to lose about 
1 pound per square 
inch (psi) per month. 
Outside temperatures 
affect your tire pres-
sure far more pro-
foundly, however. A tire's pressure can 
change by 1 psi for every 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit of temperature change. As 
temperature goes, so goes pressure.  

For example, if a tire is found to have 
38 psi on an 80-degree mid-summer 
day, it could lose enough air to have an 
inflation pressure of 26 psi on a 20-
degree day six months later. This repre-
sents a loss of 6 psi over six months and 
an additional loss of 6 psi due to the 60 
degree temperature reduction. At 26 
psi, your tire is severely under inflated 
and dangerous!  

There is nothing wrong with your tire if 
it behaves like this, of course. What is 
being illustrated here is that you MUST 
check your tire pressure on a regular 
basis (about once a week is reasonable) 
and to be particularly aware of it on 
cold days.  

Tire Plugs 
Sometimes you can't win. I just had to 
replace a virtually new rear tire on my 
motorcycle because it had picked up a 
couple of small nails. I know, all I 
really had to do was plug the tire. 
Right? Wrong!  

Here are a few things you might con-
sider about tire plugs: 
1. Almost any single puncture (thru the 
tread) can be repaired by the use of a 
tire plug. I would be willing to ride with 
a properly (from the inside) plugged 
tire anytime. 

2. You cannot put more than one plug 
within the same quadrant of a tire - 
safely. 
3. You cannot put more than two plugs 
into a tire - period. 
The manufacturers of tire plugs specifi-
cally disavow the safety of doing either 
of the last two items listed above. They 
also void their speed warranties as a 
result of any tire plugging. Your tire is 
probably marked with an “H” speed 
designation, meaning it is rated for 
safety up to 130 MPH. If you have even 
one tire plug in it you should not drive 
faster than about 80 MPH using that 
tire. [H-D suggests 50 MPH max].  

I had picked up three small nails in my 
tire. All three leaked air when I re-
moved them. “My kingdom for a 
horse!” It cost me $200 for another tire. 
Life is too important to be left in the 
hands of three plugs when the manufac-
turers refuse to stand up for their safety.  

In case you missed it earlier, every ref-
erence made here about “tire plugs” 
refers to professionally installed, from 
the inside, tire repair plugs - NOT the 
emergency roadside repair kits which 
install from the outside of your tire.  

Warning Note 
Check with the manufacturer of your 
tire, or Harley Davidson in Ukiah, to 
find out the best and safest solution for 
your particular bike and your particular 
tire. 

It’s all in the TIRES…..               
by Mike Silveria, Safety Officer 
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Great ride to the 2008 Laughlin 
River Run this year. Six days, 
1711 miles. Four of us rode over 
Hwy 50 and Echo Summit (through 
rain showers, snow, and 2" of slush 
on the road at the summit) to Carson 
City where we picked up friends 
Mike and Chris. All six of us rode 
down through the Nevada desert, 
Hwy 95, to Laughlin. Three guys 
about 30 years old, three guys in 
their fifties. Great time had by all.  

70,000 riders made it to the run this 
year. Hundreds of vendors, lots of 
wild bikes, lots of happy people. We 
took a day trip to historic Oatman 
one day and rode about 50 miles of old Hwy 66 in the 
beautiful middle of nowhere. Oatman is an old gold min-
ing town (2 million ounces of gold taken out in surround-
ing mines), mostly original buildings, boardwalks, don-
keys in the streets. Maybe 1,000 bikes there when we 
were there, lots of police presence but no harassment that 
I ever saw. Everybody smiling and having a good time.  

We had tickets to see Foreigner on Saturday, great high-
powered show. There was lots of music everywhere and 
got to check out several bands including Molly Hatchet, 
as we bar-hopped (walking, not riding) each night.  

The ride back was warmer (thank the gods) but not too 
hot. Lots of mines, army depot at Walker Lake, not much 
traffic, a few cops making sure that travelers like us don't 
go TOO fast. The Nevada desert seems to be a great place 
for rock hounds, but shade from a tree is impossible to 
find. The town of Beatty boasts that it has the “World’s 
Most Beautiful Gas Station.” It was a good place to stop, 
but “world’s most beautiful” is a bit overstated. The town 
of Tonopah says it is the “Star Gazing Capital of the 
World.” Yep, I bet you can see a lot of stars in a place 
with few lights and an unending horizon. I guess towns in 
Nevada have to have SOMETHING to boast about!  

Picked up a screw in my front tire on the way back, but it 
held air until I could get it taken care of in Carson 
City. Other than that, a trouble free trip.   

This ride should be on everybody's annual event calendar.    

Laughlin 2008 
by Steve “Axle” Rugg    

The Road 
by Steve "Axle" Rugg  

The road 
All too seldom, it stretches out in front of me 
Its seductive bends pushing against my tires 
Its straight- aways beckoning me on 
I smile as my shoulders loosen up 
And my feet plant solidly on the floorboards 
The roar of my engine is a familiar song 
That is neither too loud, nor for the weak of heart 
My red and silver- flamed Harley leaps at my command 
Like a well- trained stallion 
We gallop down the miles together 
My Silver stallion and I 
Focus and re- focus 
We are patient but persistent 
Always alert, watching, making sure 
Our brothers passing the other way 
Raise a hand in salute 
For they know better than anyone 
How seductive is the road 
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H-D Ukiah 5,000 Mile Service  
If you compare service prices at different Harley-Davison dealers, you will find that some dealers charge more 
than others for what appears to be the same service. But as Professor Venturi says, “You get what you pay for.” In 
the next few issues of HOG Wash, we are listing the services that H-D Ukiah performs when you bring in your 
bike. When you compare prices, be sure to compare what you’re getting for your hard-earned money, and for 
your bike’s performance, reliability and safety. The May issue of HOG Wash listed the 2,500 mile service. This 
issue lists H-D Ukiah’s 5,000 mile service. 

Replace engine oil and filter 
Inspect oil lines and brake systems for leaks 
Replace transmission and primary lubricants 
Check primary chain adjustment if applicable 
Check clutch adjustment 
Check, adjust and lubricate: throttle, clutch and brake 
    cables as well as enrichener if applicable 
Inspect disengage switch and components of cruise 
    control if applicable 
Inspect air cleaner and service as required 
Check tire pressure 
Inspect brake pads and rotors 
Inspect rear belt and sprocket and adjust as required  

Inspect fuel valve, fuel lines and fittings for leaks 
Check level and condition of brake fluid 
Inspect spark plugs 
Check for leakage, pressure and operations on air  
    suspension if applicable 
Lubricate hinges and latches on saddlebags, fuel door 
    and tour pak if applicable 
Check battery and clean connections 
Check tightness on all critical fasteners 
Check adjustment on engine idle speed 
Check operation on all electrical equipment & switches 
Road test 
Wash and detail  

What’s in a Name? 
by the Editor 

“HOGWASH: Any worthless stuff. Nonsense.  
Balderdash.” (Webster’s Dictionary)  

Balderdash? Noah Webster published his dictionary in 
1828, when he was 70 years old. I’ll bet the old grump 
never rode a Harley.  

Did you know that nine HOG chapters call their newsletter 
HOG Wash? Besides Mendocino County HOG, Seminole 
County Florida HOG, Modesto HOG , Folsom HOG, Aus-
tin Texas Cowboy HOG, Atlanta HOG, Bergen County 
New Jersey HOG, Brisbane Australia HOG, and Surrey 
BC Canada HOG all have a newsletter called HOG Wash.  

“HOG Wash” is by far the most popular of the “HOG” 
names. Other HOG names for chapter newsletters include 
HOG Lines, HOG Off The Press, HOG Tails, HOG Tales, 
HOG Calls, HOG Informer, HOG Squeals, HOG Trough, 
HOG Pen, HOG Snorts, HOG Jaws, HOG Town Cafe, HOG 
Sheet, HOG On The Hill, HOGzine, HOG Holler, 
HOGazette, Rode HOG, and Road HOG Rag.  

Hog chapters determined not to use the word “HOG” but 
still infatuated with that fine animal that gives us our sau-
sage and ribs call their newsletters Pig Sheet, Squealer, 
Swine Hotline, Pigtails, Pork Pieces, and Bacon Bits.  

Not all HOG chapters want to think of themselves as bacon 

bits, and have newsletters 
called The High Road, 
Throttle Itch, Spirit, Ad-
venturer, Vibrations, 
Ride, The Legend News, 
Chapter Chatter, and from 
the Redwood Empire 
Chapter, Tales From The 
Woods. At least fifty 
HOG chapters call their 
newsletter “Newsletter.”  

Exactly how and when our chapter newsletter got named 
HOG Wash is lost in the fog of faded memories. According 
to Steve Rugg, MCHOG member since 1997, when he 
joined MCHOG our newsletter was just a sometime publica-
tion put out by Sue Knight, whose husband Jim was the Di-
rector. About 1998 or 1999, Suzanne Kidwell, MCHOG 
member at the time and Willits High School graphic design 
teacher, redesigned the newsletter. Suzanne saw a photo 
somewhere of a bunch of pigs in a hot tub, and she (or some-
one) decided to call our newsletter HOG Wash.  

Editors have come and gone since Suzanne Kidwell gave us 
a “real” newsletter, but the format—and the name—have 
stuck, and everyone’s happier than a pig in bleep to read all 
of this hogwash in HOG Wash. 



 
Sponsor: Duell Parks 
462-1672 
duell@sonic.net  

Director: Don Mortensen 
895-9141 
ekemort@aol.com  

Asst. Director: Allen Ott 
485-5514  
aooharley@gmail.com  

Treasurer:Karen Kephart 
459-3320  
kepharthome@hughes.net  

Secretary: Lisa Mortensen 
895-9141 
ekemort@aol.com  

Membership: Michael Fischer 
964-1647 
mfischer@mcn.org  

Road Captain: Greg Wilson 
743-1410 
gwilson@mcoe.k12.ca.us  

Alternate Captain: Bob Raschke 
894-3296 
Bob_raschke@hotmail.com  

Safety Officer: Mike Silveria 
485-7763 
usclavon@pacific.net  

Ladies of HD: Lisa Telfer 
468-8859 
LSTelfer@sbcglobal.net  

Activities Dir: Tony & Cindy 
459-3688 
cindymbrowning@earthlink.net  

Sgt. at Arms: Milton Kephart 
459-3320  
kepharthome@hughes.net  

Webmaster: Wayne Hiller 
277-7604 
whiller@alliedinfo.net  

Photographer: Wes Canby 
468-1257  
wes@pacific.net  

Historian: Ron Kuns 
456-1000 
kunsesq@earthlink.net   

Editor: B.K. 
459-1532 
HOG@bellsprings.com  
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HOG Wash is published by the Mendocino County Harley Owners Group Chapter 
#351, P.O. Box 1240, Willits CA 95490. Contents © by Mendocino HOG. The terms 
Harley, Harley-Davidson, HOG, and Harley Owners Group, the names of the Harley-
Davidson motorcycle models, and the HOG logo and the Harley-Davidson logo, are 
licensed trademarks of Harley-Davidson Motor Company and are used by permission. 

Happy Birthday Matt!  

Matthew  Browning, son of 
our Activities Directors Cindy 
and Tony, turned ten-years old 
on May 28. Matt comes to our 
rides and meetings, he wears 
his leathers and patches, and 
he loves thumbing a ride on a 
Harley. We think he should be 
nominated as Director of 
K.O.H. (Kids of Harley). 
Happy Birthday Buddy. 

 

Coming up July 18 -20...  

Our annual MCHOG Camp-
Out, at Ruth Lake in Trinity 
County. Our journey will start by 
heading north on Highway 101 
to Highway 36 (around Fortuna) 
and then head east to the lake. 
The scenery is breathtaking.  

The Chapter has reserved some Lakefront campgrounds. Contact 
Cindy Browning, Activities Director (cindymbrowning@earthlink.net 
or 354-2727) to reserve your spot at the campgrounds. For those of you 
who would prefer a room, there are a limited amount of them located 
at the Marina as well as party boats etc. For room reservations (NOT 
the campground) call The Journeys End at 574-6441. The number for 
the Marina is 574-6524.     


