May, 2007

Director’s Corner, Rich V.

Hello My Fellow MCHOGS. There is alot of stuff to
talk about this month, so I'm going to dive right in. First,
for those of you that do not know, there is a new em-
ployee at Harley-Davidson of Ukiah — Yours Truly!
That's right. | accepted a position in the Parts Department
and I'm really loving it!

Now to clarify: | am working in the Parts Department as
opposed to Mary and Jorita who have been incorrectly
identified as Parts Per-
sons. They arein the Mo-
torclothes Department
and since the big flap
over Don Imus, | will not
use the term they affec-
tionately call themselves:
Moto-(Blank)...fill in the
blank with the name of a
gardening tool!

On Friday April 27
there will be a Chamber
of Commerce Mixer at
HD of Ukiah. This will
be a great opportunity to
show off MCHOG to the
local business folks, dis-
cuss our bhig upcoming
downtown event and
maybe recruit a few members. The event begins at 5:30
pm, so polish up your bikes and show them at the mixer.

Next — THE GRAND OPENING of Harley-Davidson
of Ukiah on May 6, 2007. This will be a great celebration
topped off by our very own Bear K's band! Fun for the
entire family, along with a Poker Run to benefit the local
Boys and Girls Club. | am also working on setting up, in
the showroom corner at H-D, a desk and a display so we
can encourage folks to sign up for National HOG as well
as our local HOG chapter. Hopefully a computer will be
in place to assist with National HOG membership sign up
and renewals.

Mendocino County Harley Owners Group Chapter #351

Members who attend the Grand Opening wearing their
HOG patches and help man the sign-up station will re-
ceive afull line signed off on their Rewards Card. And if
you sign someone up with a paid membership that day
(both National and Local) a full card will be given. We
will also need help with set up, cooking and general odd
jobs. Reward Card sign-offs will be credited for those
who help out.
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And last but not least is the planning of our Bike Show
and Poker Run on June 23. The planning is moving for-
ward but we gtill need more help. Please try to attend the
planning meetings and let us know what you can do to
help. I've been contacted by several members to help out
with the Poker Run and to them — Thank You! The
Poster/Flier and the participant and vendors applications
are now available on our website on the News page.
Thanks Wayne H.! So please pass the word and let's
make this a successful event.

Until next time, Ride Safe and Have Fun.



HOG Wash

“Nine Lives” Kephart Notches One

Catshave ninelives.
So do motorcyclists.
Milt Kephart chalked
off one of hisabout a
month ago, and once
again earned his repu-
tation as the toughest
SOB dlive.

Milt wasriding alone
on his Road King on
the way to the HOG
Primary Officers
Training in Las Vegas,
on lonely Highway 15
near Baker, California

or “tank slapper.” Harley makes a stabilizer kit that
eliminates the wobble. In Milt’'s situation, his
Road King was not engineered to hold afairing,
and there’sno telling if the aftermarket fairing

Milt put on his Road King was even made for the
Road King.

Since the accident, Milt said that he learned that if
you find yourself going into awobble, the best
thing you can do is speed up, not slow down.
Other people suggest just the opposite. How' s that
for useful advice? Several people have said that if
you go into awobble, loosen your grip on the han-
diebars alittle. Thereisalively discussion of wob-
ble on the internet.

According to Milt,

Baker ishometo The Largest Thermometer in the World.
How about that? Milt nearly kills himself but still can tell
you local trivia.

According to Milt, the crash was a result of several prob-
lems converging at once. The road had deep, widerain
grooves which affected the bike' s handling. Milt said that
his new front tire (400 miles) did not handle well in those
grooves. Milt’s Road King has an aftermarket fairing that
occasionally destabilizes the bike. And...Milt was travel-
ing at about 100 miles an hour.

The front end of Milt’ s bike started to wobble, Milt
backed off the throttle, the bike went down. Both Milt and
the bike slid down the road over 300 feet. Milt was wear-
ing jeans and a nylon windbreaker, no leathers, no
“armor.” Milt found himself with serious road rash on his
arms, legs and body, ripped clothes, a broken wrist, and
no one for miles around.

Milt decided on the spot that he wasn't going to wait for
the buzzards to start circling. He got back on his bike,
rode another 100 milesto Las Vegas, and checked the
bike into the H D hospital, then himself (priorities). No
funin Sin City, but Milt is home healing, and counting
the days until he can get back on his Harley. Milt, have
you seen those new Lehman trikes Harley is bringing out?

Seriously, there has been quite a bit of discussion about
front end wobble on touring Harleys. According to Duell,
some people who ride long distances at speeds over 80
miles an hour occasionally notice awobble, or shimmy,

Milt has been kind enough to let ustell his story,
unvarnished. He goofed, he lived to tell the tale, and we
hope his willingness to tell his story will help others avoid
asimilar problem.

Milt’s last comment? “ Thanks to the Co-Pilot, the Man
upstairs. I’'mlucky to be alive.” Ride safe.

More On Milt...
(and MCHOG merchandise)

Milt is our MCHOG merchandise man. He will be
a our May 3 Membership Meeting with MCHOG
patches, caps, T shirtsand pins. If you can't get to the
meeting, cal Milt a 459-3320, or email him
kepharthome@hughes.net, about getting what you
need. Don't forget, wear your MCHOG clothes and
patches to meetings and rides and get an extra box
checked on your Rewards Card.

“1t will take more human sacrifices before the
speed craze dies out. How many more good fel-

lows must sacrifice their lives this way? We are for

the safe, sane rider, who uses his machine both for

business and pleasure and enjoys his motorcycle

asit was designed to be used.”

Arthur Davidson




HOG Wash

From Don M., Activities Director

Herewearein May, already, timeisreally flying. As
most of you know, Milt and Karen K., Wes and Margue-
rite C., and Lisaand | went to the annual Primary Offi-
cers Training in March. Wish | had alot to report. From
the info and training we received, our chapter is doing
very well asfar as formalities go. We need to thank all
our past officers for the groundwork they did in getting
usthisfar.

That’ s not to say thereisn’t room for improvement. Of
course thereisand it will take all of usbeing as active as
our daily schedules will allow. Don’t be shy, give the
board any ideas you have that could improve rides, mem-
ber enrollment, member involvement, activities or events.
The Chapter is only as strong as the will of its active
members.

Now, on the subject of involvement. As most of you
know, the dealership’s Open House is coming up on May
6 aswell as our Bike Show and Poker Run on June 23.
We need your help! For the Open House, we will need
people to help serve food and help with the poker run.
Meet at the dealership at 8:00 am and raise your hand.
For our Bike Show and Poker Run, Milt K. needs help
with traffic control and parking, Lisa M. needs help with
raffle and 50-50 drawings, and Rich V. needs help with
registration and poker stops. Thereis plenty to do and the
more help we can get the easier it will be to make this
one of the most successful events we' ve had. Drop me or
any of the board members aline and let us know what
you would like to do. Our e-mail addresses are posted on
the web site. Stay safe and see ya on the road.

From Lisa M., Secretary

Howdy Folks! Thanksto all who took the time to
come to the general membership meeting on April 7.
Due to the weather the general membership meeting
was held at the deal ership and the scheduled ride was
cancelled. For you brave souls who decided to ride out
to Lake County, in spite of the elements, | hope the
weather gods were kind to you all.

I would like to continue to encourage all members to
take part in as many activities as possible. Thisin-
cludes general membership meetings, rides and volun-
teering for upcoming events.

Most of us have hectic schedules and that makesiit dif-
ficult to attend every meeting and every ride. However,
| believe most of us can spare some time to help out
our chapter and community when ample timeis given.

The Poker Run isJune 23. That’s two months away.
Please pencil it onto your calendars or program it into
your blackberry or just make a mental noteto...BE
THERE. Nobody wants to be stuck working an event
all day, and with the few volunteers we have so far,
that's exactly what will happen. But if we can get more
volunteers, we can work in shifts so everyone can en-
joy the activities and take pride in being part of a suc-
cessful chapter and community event.

And please remember, Duell needs volunteers for the
Grand Opening on May 6. This event is coming up
very soon. Let's show our support for our dealership,
because face it, without Duell we wouldn't have a
Chapter.

Please contact me at 895-9141, or go to the website to
contact any other officer, and let us know how you
would like to help.

Ride Safe and Have Fun.

Lisa and Don and their brand new 2007 Black
Pearl Street Glide, from Harley-Davidson Ukiah.
Photo by our MCHOG Photographer Wes Canby.
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History and the Motorcycle: Charles Lindbergh
by Ron Kuns

Following is the first of what hopefully will be at least a roads in America. This offended young Lindbergh's al-

Pulitzer Prize winning series on "History and the Motor-
cycle" written specifically for the discerning membership
of the Mendocino County Harley Owner's Group. Occa-
sionaly, trivia questions will be interspersed within the
articles to sustain your interest and hopefully your ego.
Any comments are invited — if they are favorable. If not,
take them up the block, thank you very much.

Now, to start with a trivia question, which, believe it or
not, has a link to motorcycles. Who is considered to the
be the most famous person of the 20th Century: John F.
Kennedy, Charles Lindbergh or Liberace? Right, Charles
Lindbergh. Heis, of course, well known for having made
the first non-stop solo flight from New York to Parisin
1927 at the age of 25.

So with that established, what does Lindbergh, an aviator
of some renown, have to do with motorcycles? Well, you
guessed it. He was an avid motorcyclist too. In a recent
article mailed to me by my son in Santa Cruz, it is stated
that Lindbergh's hometown was Little Falls, Wisconsin.
In 1920, he rode his 1918 Excelsior V-Twin (there are
those magic words!) from Little Falls 350 miles down to
the University of Wisconsin in Madison. As an Army
ROTC candidate, he also rode his bike to Camp Knox,
Kentucky, for summer training, and afterward took a 19-
day road trip to Florida and back to Madison, arriving
home “with a motorcycle badly in need of repair, and $9
in my pocket.”

wayspowerful sense of logic. He ignored the ticket and
drove everyone back to Minnesota in the age before com-
puters and reciprocity.

A few years later, in 1918, Lindbergh bought his Excel-

sior from Martin Engstrom's Hardware in Little Falls. In
photos, it looks like a Model 17-3E, which was a 998 cc
V-Twin with a threespeed tranny. In 1918, Excelsior was
one of the Big Three, third in sales after Harley and In-

dian, and it was considered a very advanced and roadwor-
thy bike, with a reputation for setting cross-country speed
records. Excelsior bought Henderson in 1917, adding the
luxurious Four to its showrooms.

One can only imagine what the conditions and roads werEor those of you who have seen and heard a Henderson

like in the early Twenties. Lindbergh eventually dropped
out of college in the middle of his sophomore year with
failing grades. He confessed that all he really wanted to
do was shoot on the rifle and pistol team and ride around
on his Excelsior. That March he rode his bike out to Lin-
coln, Nebraska to take flying lessons. Good decision! He
later bought himself a WW-I surplus Curtiss IN-4
“Jenny” biplane for $500 and went barnstorming all over
the U.S.

Y oung Charles was an avid outdoorsman as well as natu-
ral mechanic who was allowed to drive the family Model
T when he was eleven. He also drove his mother and un-
cle to Cdlifornia in a Saxon Six touring car when he was
14. Police in Los Angeles ticketed him for driving under-
age when he had just navigated 2,300 miles of the worst

Four, they are athing to behold. | saw awhite Henderson
Four at the Rat's Hole Bike Show at Sturgis in 1998 when
| was showing a hardtail shovelhead | had built. It is one

of those works of art you never forget; white tires and all.

“I love the mechanical perfection of the motorcy-
cle. I love the feel of its power and its response to
my control. | took pride in the skill | developed
riding it. It seemed like an extension of my own
body.”

Charles Lindbergh, 1918



