Director’s Corner, Rich V.

Hello My Fellow MCHOGSs: | want to start off by thank-
ing everyone who helped out with the August 26 Poker
Run for Steve Lane. Once again, many of you stepped up
to the plate to help out afellow biker in need. That is
what is so great about being a member of the biking com-
munity. Y our family gets
extended and everyone is
willing to lend a hand when
help is needed. Y ou can read
more about the Poker Runin
an article elsewherein this
newsd etter, that was prepared
by our very own Steve Rugg.
One note to the “anonymous’
donor of the coin jar: It to-
taled $338 and some change,
so we can add that to the
$5,000 raised at the run!

On September 29, H-D of
Ukiah will be hosting a“Full
Metal Attraction” Open
House. We need volunteers
to help with a barbegue that day from 11:00 am to 3:00
pm. Please give me acal if you can help out. 462-1672.

Mark your calendars for October 27: A MCHOG/Harley-
Davidson of Ukiah Blood Drive. It will be aHarley-
Halloween Theme!

At the next General Membership meeting on Thursday,
October 4, nominations for our MCHOG 2008 Officers
will be opened. Please consider taking part in the chapter
as an officer. It isarewarding experience and everyone
should do it at least once. On that same note, | would like
to let everyone know that | will not be seeking the office
of Director for 2008. My family and | have been going
through some life altering changes and | will be devoting
more time to family and my new career at Harley-
Davidson of Ukiah. | will continueto be as active as| can
with MCHOG and available to help out when needed.

Until Next Month — Ride Safe and Have Fun!
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2008 Officer Elections...

One MCHOG Officer’s Thoughts
Allen Ott, Head Road Captain, and former
Director (three years) of MCHOG

Darn if thisyear hasn’t flown by fast. It'salmost time
to hold nominations and elections for our MCHOG offi-
cersfor 2008. Before we
do though, here are a cou-
ple of commentsto pon-
der when considering
nominations this year.

All who hold officesin
our Chapter are volun-
teers. Not a one of us gets
paid for what we do but,
even as volunteerswe
have an obligation to
those who saw fit to vote
usinto the office (or of-
fices) we hold. Before our
names were put on the
voting ballot we were
given the opportunity to
accept or decline anomination. The truth of the matter is
that by accepting that nomination we made promises to
carry through with the duties involved with the offices we
were nominated for. All of uswho find ourselves faced
with having to consider accepting or declining a nomina-
tion truly are faced with an important decision. That deci-
sion being whether or not we will carry through with our
promise.

| guesswhat I’m trying to say is that when nominations
are taken this month, we all need to think and consider
before just jumping up and making a promise we won't
fulfill. Thisis not to be misconstrued with not being able
to fulfill. Life happens, and there are some things we just
have to deal with.

The success of this chapter depends highly on the dedi-
cation and participation of its officers. Let's ensure Men-
docino County California HOG Chapter succeeds!
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Steve Lane Benefit Poker Run
report by Steve “Axle” Rugg

Steve Lane is a great guy. Helives just down the road from me, and
rides his EVO Softail everywhere. He has a wealth of experience from
his days wrenching and selling HD's in LA. For years | have known
Steve as the premier “Parts Guy,” first at Ukiah Cycle Center (now
defunct) and more recently at HardByavidson of Ukiah.

A happy spirit, Steve always has a smile and a chuckle for the cus-
tomer. There is no dumb question, as far as Steve is concerned, and he
usually has a funny antidote or story to go along with his explanation.
He knows his inventory, and what's even better, he knows bikes well
enough to know what you need, even if you don't. With his ready
smile, full white beard and thinning dome, he quickly reminds you of
one of Santa's helpers, or maybe a slimmer version of the old guy hjm-
self.

So, it came as no small shock to find out that Steve is sick. Really sick.
An inherited disease that took both his grandpa and Dad has how come
unwelcome to Steve's door. It hit all at once. One day he is feeling

fine, the next day he finds himself starting a slippery slope down to
dialysis.

Although Steve has some major medical insurance through his work,
there is a co-payment involved and the bills started mounting fast. Not
able to work and no blood-related family close-by, Steve al of a sud-
den found himself in financial as well as medical trouble.

That's when a couple of people stood up and took notice. Sharon Har-
shbarger and Rich Venturi. Both of these self-less people love to ride
and truly care for their fellow riders. When Sharon learned of Steve's
predicament, she immediately caled Rich and said, “How about a
benefit poker run for Steve.” Rich said something like, “Absolutely,
let's make it happen.” And so the Mendocino County HOG Group got
to put on theisecondooker run for 2007!

It happened on August 26th. | think it was one of the meserousf
days | have ever been part of. It was a nice warm day, and lots of vol-
unteers showed up. It was a good thing, because over 150 people came



