
Hope you ve all had an enjoyable summer. Despite how awful 

long it took for the rain to stop and those warm sunny days to 

grace us, now we ll soon have to think about bidding them 

adieu. Not so fast though, I believe we still have a few weeks of 

good riding weather yet to be seen. I was fortunate to get my 

fair share of riding over the summer. Mostly just short jaunts, 

but very nice rides all the same. How bout the rest of you? Any 

exciting ride stories to share? 

Oh, the picture you ask? Well, let s put it this way, Mel s got 

gas, yes he do. Mel s got gas, how about you? By the way, 

thanks for lunch. Darn it anyway, those so called friends who 

always seem to have a camera handy. Enough said on this topic, 

huh Mel?!@#! 

Moving on to what s been happening since last report 

 

1) our 

annual weekend ride, this year went to Port Orford, OR. It was 

held the last weekend of July. I was not able to make it, but I ve 

heard tell it was a fun trip. 2) the Redwood Empire Chapter held 

its 17th annual poker run, and I and a few others were in atten-

dance. It was very good, with an enjoyable ride to the coast, 

then a good BBQ, followed by lots of fun watching the ever 

popular slow race against some Oakland area CHP motorcycle 

officers. 3) on August 20th we put on a recruitment drive BBQ 

at H.D. of Ukiah. The event produced a successful turn out, and 

was a lot of fun. There was some good socializing time with 

friends, not to mention the fantastic food. Good job to Rich V. 

for his coordination putting the event together; Mike A. and 

Dean G. for their grilling expertise, and to all others who 

pitched in to help in other capacities. Also thank you to Dean G. 

for the use of that super barbeque grill. We gained 10 new/

returning members at the barbeque. It must have been the food. 

We re starting to organize for this year s Christmas party. This 

shindig will take place at Ukiah Garden Café on December 

10th. Last year we tried something different in doing a theme; a 

Hawaiian theme. Yes I did recover my hula dancer, and she is 

safe! The theme idea seem as though it was well received by 

those in attendance. This year we re going with a 50 s theme. 

Robin M. and Faye A. are co coordinating the planning of the 

party, so be sure to contact them if you have a desire to help out, 

and/or have ideas. Watch for details on the website, and future 

newsletters. 

To put a bug in your ears, it is nearing time to hold elections for 

our MCHOG Officers for 2006. Please take some time to think 

about who you would like to see as officers for your chapter, and 

in what job positions. Nominations will be accepted at the Gen-

eral Membership meeting October 5th. The more members we 

have at this meeting, the more meaningful our election process 

and results. 

Please note the dates for the officer s meetings and general mem-

bership meeting for the remainder of the year. The officer s meet-

ing will be held the last Wednesday of each month at HD of 

Ukiah at 6:30pm. The general membership meetings will be held 

the first Wednesday of each month at Ukiah Garden Café at 

6:30pm. 

Street Vibrations is coming up soon. Who s going? 
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I read about a new street riding course being offered at the Willow Springs 
Racetrack, down in Rosamond, CA. A class set up for and taught for bikes 
that you would not normally see on a track, cruisers and full baggers. Most 
of the skills development schools seem to be set up for more for the sport 
bike crowd, but not this one. More about the class later, but first the ride . 

Sidecar Ron and I set off on a Thursday, May 12th for the Southland, hoping 
for some open road and green scenery. Found both once we hit Hollister and 
Hwy 25. If you have never 
been on this Hwy, mark is 
on you map as a must do . 
It heads south thru Central 
California in the mountain 
range between Hwy 101 
and I-5. Rolling hills and 
curves thru wide open cattle 
and farm land. I amazes me 
how much open land there 
is, once you leave the city 
and suburbs.  

We followed 25 south to 
road G13, King City Rd, 
and headed SW back to-
wards King City.  Picked up 
G14 on the other side of 
King City and toured thru the hills of the Coastal Range, passing San Anto-
nio Res. and Nacimiento Reservoir. Wild flowers everywhere, helped along 
by the late rains. This is the best time of year to hit these roads. We came out 
at Paso Robles, and had a quick stop at The Pit Stop for a cold one, finally 
ending the day in San Luis Obispo, for a 400 mile day. 

Next day we headed to Santa Maria Harley Davidson for a new rear tire on 
my scoot. It was squared off pretty good, and I wanted fresh rubber for to-
morrows track day. From Santa Maria we headed east on Hwy 166, another 
great two lane road. The landscape is turning to sand and sage, plus the heat 
is kicking up a notch. Slower pace today, not so far to travel as we only need 
to be in Lancaster by tonight. We follow Hwy 166 to I-5, south to Gorman 
and then east on Hwy 138. Stopped for a break near Fairmont off 166 where 
a couple of locals tell us about Road 270 to the California Poppy Preserve. 
Then two lane blacktop to downtown Lancaster. 

Just in time for Happy Hour, hors d oeuvre s and complimentary cocktails. 
How can you beat that? Little at a time the room starts to fill with other 
shady looking characters. Must be other bikers spending the night in Lancas-
ter in prep for tomorrows class. Sure enough I was right, and the BS starts to 

flow. Never fails whenever  a bunch of bikers hang together, regard-
less of what  they ride. Some of the instructors are there too, so lots to 
talk about. 

Next morning up at the crack of dawn for the short ride north to the 
Willow Springs track. Class is scheduled for  8am to 4:40pm.  Was a 
total of 32 riders and 8 instructors. The class is held on a separate 
track called the Horsethief Mile. The bikes were a mix, my T-Sport, a 

Road Glide, two Road Kings, assortment of 
BMW s, a slew of Wings, and the rest being 
an odd assortment including a V-Rod. It was 
good to see some women riders signed up 
also. 

This is a different kind of track school, de-
signed specifically for touring and sport-
touring motorcyclists. No sport bikes are 
allowed. In fact, the highest speeds we hit 
were 50 mph. Doesn t sound like much till 
you see that there are 11 curves of ever possi-
ble description in this 1-mile course. Uphill 
curves, downhill curves, off camber and de-
creasing radius, plus a painted center line on 
the track to imitate the real world of lanes. 

The class was broken into an A group and 
a B group. There was one instructor for 

every 4 riders. We started off with an hour at the blackboard discuss-
ing turn in points, delayed apex, throttle control, head and eye posi-
tioning. Once on the course, one group headed straight for the track, 
and one group went to the drill course. 

My group hit the track first.  We were instructed to follow the instruc-
tor, bikes in second gear, top speed of about 20 mph, no brake use 
unless absolutely necessary, and to follow his turn in points and curve 
apexes. Easy, right ?? Yea, right. 

After following the instructor for two laps, we each  took turns leading 
for two laps. Then we all pull over and get a critique about what he 
saw us doing and what to work on to improve our flow and smooth-
ness. This if followed by more track time to work on what we need to 
improve, then a break at the drill pad where they had a tent set up for 
shade and refreshments, a major blessing as the temps were in the high 
90 s, not something this coastal clinger is used to.  

Continued on page 3. 
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