Director’s Corner, Rich V.

Hello Felow MCHOGS.
Well the fal is quickly com-
ing upon us. Luckily, herein
Northern California, that
does not mean an end to our
riding season. In fact it
means we are about in the
middle of our season!

The work we have been do-
ing around the area has been
getting noticed by the local
communities. So much so
that we are starting to get
invited to be part of different
events. A few weeks ago sev-
era of us participated in the
Willits Airport Days. We
were contacted by the City of
Willits and asked to be a part
of the event. And al we had
to do is what we do best.
Show up in our Sunday Go
To Meeting vests and show
off our bikes. It was great fun
and we got to chat with many
folks interested in our bikes
and our chapter.

We are also an award winning chapter! Our participa
tion in the July 4th Willits Frontier Days parade netted us
atrophy. Not too shabby for a short ride in blistering hot
weather that turned the engine oil viscosity to water! Not
to mention the precise riding to avoid the road apples ©.

We still have many events and rides planned for the re-
mainder of the year. So check out the Events Calendar
and plan on joining in. We are also signing up many new
members on a weekly basis so | look forward to seeing
many new faces at the meetings and rides.

Until Next Month, Ride Safe and Have Fun.
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You Get What You Pay For

Recently Bear K asked me to work with him on some
comparison shopping of Harley-Davidson Service De-
partments. Bear did some research and found a variety of
service estimates from several different dealers. He asked
me to give folks a run down of what Harley-Davidson of
Ukiah provides at different service intervals compared to
other dealerships. Apparently some MCHOG members
feel it is more economic to travel several hundred milesto
get their bikes serviced than to have it done at our spon-
soring dealer. (Which is a topic for another article in the
near future.)

So here is the basic low-down: If you look at your
owner’s manual you will notice that it recommends the
transmission fluid be changed at 20,000 miles. Not at
5,000 or 10,000 but 20,000. At H-D of Ukiah we change
all the fluids at every service as well as your oil filter. At
10,000 we tighten and adjust your steering head bearing,
which we find are ailmost always loose on the bikes that
we service. Your owner’s manua aso recommends
changing your fork oil at 50,000. We change it at 20,000.
I’ve seen fork oil at 20,000 miles and it is just one step
above black water. At 25,000 miles we inspect your cam
chain tensioners. This is not even recommended any-
where by Harley-Davidson, but | can tell you horror sto-
ries of what we have found during these inspections. If
your chain tensioners break, you are stranded alongside
theroad, dead in the water.

If you compare service estimates, and again these are esti-
mates, not exact prices for services, H-D of Ukiah, may
be a bit higher than some dealerships. But | would ven-
ture to say that al you get at the other dealerships is the
basic: just what islisted service and nothing more.

We at H-D of Ukiah strive to give the best service for
your motorcycle, not just a basic by-the-book service. So
the old adage that you get what you pay for rings true in
this case. Do you really want to get the bare minimum on
your motorcycle service, or do you want that little extra
that will insure a safe, carefree ride the next time you
head out?
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Samoa Cookhouse Ride
By the Editor

Saturday August 11, a fine day for mo-
torcycle riding, eight Harleys and ten
MCHOG members took a run north up
Highway 101, through the Avenue of the
Giants, just past Eureka to Samoa on the
Eureka peninsula. Lunch at the famous
Samoa Cookhouse was a real treat: fam-
ily style dining at long tables, all you can
eat, friendly service, and no menu: you
had only one choice, whatever they were
serving that day (Pork chops and gravy
and all the trimmings).

After lunch, the bikes split up into sepa-
rate groups, a few headed straight home,
afew going over to H-D in Eureka. Four
bikes made the traditional Last Stop of the Day at Boomersin
Laytonville, which has to be the friendliest—probably the
only—nbiker/cowboy/logger/redneck/grower/hippie bar in the
entire world. A fine way to end a fine 30Gile MCHOG run.



